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KALISPELL RESIDENTS PUT ACADEMICS TO WORK 
MISSOULA -
University of Montana students Courtney Szalay and Erika Rauthe of Kalispell 
participated in fall semester internships offered through UM’s Center for Work-Based 
Learning.
The center provides opportunities for undergraduate and graduate students to integrate 
academic theories and principles with practical job experience related to their chosen fields.
Szalay, a senior majoring in business management, worked at Missoula’s Hampton Inn 
auditing daily accounts and assisting with the inn’s remodeling project. She is a 1995 graduate 
of Flathead High School. Her parents are Nik Szalay and Nicole Wheeler of Kalispell.
Rauthe received a bachelor’s degree in communication studies from UM in December. 
She worked fall semester for M & R Strategic Services in Missoula assisting nonprofit 
organizations with communications processes. Rauthe graduated from Flathead High School in 
1996. Her parents are Douglas and Beverly Rauthe of Kalispell.
UM’s Center for Work-Based Learning serves about 2,000 students each year. In 2001 
the center placed 700 interns throughout Montana, the United States and overseas in more than 
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